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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 7 

Mr. Timothy Rhodd 
Chairman 
Iowa Tribe ofKS and NE 
33458 Thrasher Road 
White Cloud, Kansas 66094-9624 

11201 Renner Boulevard 
Lenexa, Kansas 66219 

FEB 0 5 2016/ 

Re: Public Water System Monitoring Requirements 
Federal ID No.: 070000008 

Notice of Violation 

Dear Chairman Rhodd: 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 7 recognizes the Iowa Tribal Public Water System 
as a Community Water System, as defined by the Safe Drinking Water Act 40 CFR § 141.2. The 
purpose of this Notice ofViolation of the SDWA is described below. 

Failure to Monitor- Inorganic Chemical Sampling Rule 40 CFR § 141.23(d)(2): 

Our records indicate that the Iowa Tribal PWS failed to perform the required quarterly sampling for 
Nitrate in the fourth quarter 2015, October- December, which is a violation of 40 CFR § 141.23(d)(2). 
The Iowa Tribe PWS has been sampling quarterly for Nitrates since directed by the EPA in a letter dated 
July 13, 2010. The letter referenced a 10 mg/L sample result taken on November 17, 2009, as the basis 
for the increased monitoring. The quarterly Iowa Tribe PWS nitrate sample results have continued to be 
over 5 mg/L, which is greater than half the maximum contaminant level and requires continued quarterly 
nitrate sampling. The Iowa Tribal PWS Operator completed the first quarter 2016 Nitrate sampling on 
January 12, 2016. No further actions are required at this time. 

Community Water Systems are required to provide public notice of monitoring violations pursuant to 40 
CFR § 141.203. Please note that this violation should be referenced in the Tribe's 2015 Consumer 
Confidence Report. 

Region 7 will continue to provide technical assistance to the Iowa Tribal PWS. If you have questions on 
this letter, please contact Kimberly Burr at (913) 551-7069 or at willis-burr.kimberly@epa.gov. 

Karen Flournoy 
Division Director 
Water, Wetlands and Pesticides Division 

Prmted on Recycled Paper 
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Enclosures 

cc: Vernon Rhodd, Operator Iowa Tribal PWS 
Lyle Setwyn, Indian Health Service, Holton, KS 

' 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER 

Monitoring Requirements Not Met for Iowa Tribe of KS and NE 

Over the October to December 2015 monitoring period our water system failed to conduct all 
required monitoring for Nitrates. Even though this was not an emergency, as our customers, 
you have a right to know what happened and what we did to correct the situation. 

We are required to monitor your drinking water for specific contaminants on a regular basis. 
Results of regular monitoring are an indicator of whether or not our drinking water meets health 
standards. During October to December 2015 we did not collect a sample for Nitrates and, 
therefore, cannot be sure of the quality of our drinking water during that time. 

We were required to take one sample per quarter for Nitrates. 

What should I do? 

• There is nothing you need to do at this time. 

• If you have specific health concerns, consult your doctor. 

What does this mean? 

This is not an immediate risk. If it had been, you would have been notified immediately. 

What is being done? 

We took/will take the samples(s) on [give date] 

We anticipate resolving the problem by [DATE]. 

For more information, please contact [NAME/PHONE] 

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those 
who may not have received this notice directly (for example, people In apartments, nursing 
homes, schools, and businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or 
distributing copies by hand or mail. 

This notice is being sent to you by Iowa Tribe ofKS and NE. State Water System ID#: 
070000008.:. 

Date distributed: [DATE], _____ _ 



CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY 

PWSNAME: 
----------~------~-----------------------(system name) 

For violation: 
----------~--~~~~--~~---------------(system identification number) 

Occurring on: ---------------,----------------------------
(insert date) 

The public water system indicated above, herby affirms that public notice has been provided to 
consumers in accordance with delivery, content, and format requirements and deadlines in 40 CFR Part 
141, Subpart Q. 

Consultation with primacy agency (if required) on: --:-:-~:--:-
(insert date) 

Notice distributed by 
(insert method) 

Notice distributed by 
(insert method) 

(name of EPA staff contacted) 

(insert date) 

(insert date) 

Attached: Content- 10 required elements. A copy of all public notices used to reach customers is 
required to accompany this "Certificate of Delivery". 

Signature of official agent, owner or manager/operator 

Return to: Attn: Kimberly Burr 
US EPA Region 7 
11201 Renner Boulevard 
Lenexa, Kansas 66219 

Date 


